
Welcome to October at Peoples Church Preschool!  We 

have some great events happening this month that will allow 

you to get to know the other families in the preschool and 

also the preschool staff members. 

The first is dinner at noodles & co. on Wednesday, October 

7th.  noodles & co. works with Peoples Church Preschool by 

contributing 25% of all dinner-time proceeds to the pre-

school.  Families can participate by eating in or ordering 

take out any time between 4:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. on that day when presenting the 

provided coupon.  Also in October is Family Fun Night on the 28th. Join us then or an 

hour in the evening to tour classrooms, play games, eat some treats and wear a cos-

tume! 

Speaking of participation, thank you, parents, for all your Scholastic Book orders!  Infant 

teacher, Angie OôRourke, is the wonderful coordinator of this program.  This month 

many new titles were added to the preschoolôs library from this program.  Some of these 

include:  The Biggest Pumpkin Ever, The Scarecrowôs Hat, Teacher, Firefighter, Police 

Officer, Doctor, The Best Halloween Hunt Ever, Spooky Hour,  Jungle Bullies,  Iôm Your 

Bus, Hands are not for Hitting, Splat the Cat, Cock-A-Doodle Hooooooooo!, Spark the 

Fire Fighter, Bear Feels Scared, Under the Apple Tree, Whereôs My Mummy? and  

Room on the Broom. 

Do you have a topic you would like us to discuss in the next Parent Advisory Meeting?  Please 

call Dana at 332-2885.  

A Note from the Director  

2009-2010 Parent Advisory Committee  

This yearõs Parent Advisory Committee kicked off the school year with itõs first meeting in Sep-

tember.  Members of this yearõs committee are:  Diane Shafer, Christian Education Representa-

tive; Liesel Carlson, Go Green Coordinator, Shannon Oleksyk, Nutrition and Fitness Consultant; 

Julie Pitsonis, Fundraising Coordinator, Amanda Infante; and Pam Jodway.  In addition, Doug 

McKenna is working as our Website Consultant.  Doug has been working hard and you will soon 

see lots of improvements to the website.  Discussion topics at the first parent meeting included 

an internet safety program for families, the investigation of new ways for recycling and becom-

ing a ògreenó preschool, and childrenõs nutrition, particularly pertaining to options for snacks 

that are brought in by parents. The Parent Advisory Committee members are to be commended 

for their generous pledges to volunteer their time to assist and guide the preschool.  :)  

Dana Johnson  
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What beautiful weather we had last month. The infants enjoyed many great walks in 

the fresh air.  

 This month we will learn about the state of Michigan. We will talk about Michi-

ganõs climate, state bird and tree, and we will also create our own state of Michigan us-

ing our hand prints.  We will celebrate Halloween during our lesson plan titled òBring 

out the Pumpkins and Creepy Critters.ó  There will  be two times for your child to 

dress up at school: The Fall Open House on October 28 th  at 6:30 pm, and for the 

school parade during school hours on October 30 th .  We will post the parade time and 

invite parents to attend if their schedule allows.  

 We would like to welcome Sophia Liu and her parents, Mei and Qun, to our class-

room. 

 The Infant Room would like to wish a very happy first birthday to 

Kinley Kiefer.  She turns one year old on October 12!  

Infant Room ï Angie OôRourke  

Toddler Room - Julie Pitsonis  

Greetings from the Toddler Room!  We hope you all had a great September and are enjoying the beginning 

of the new school year.  

 The toddlers have enjoyed taking long walks all around the church grounds.  Especially on the cool 

mornings, weõve enjoyed bundling up and exploring all of the leaves that have fallen to the ground, and the 

really fun way they sound as we crunch them under our feet.  The toddlers had great time learning about 

vehicles and especially enjoyed the messy projects we made with vehicle wheels and paint!  

 Though we have many exciting activities planned for October when we learn about the State of 

Michigan and colors, the highlight of the month will be our field trip to Roweõs Pumpkin Patch on October 

20 th .  This great event includes a hay ride, a pumpkin to take home and a petting zoo.  We will have a parent 

chaperone sign-up sheet available soon.  

 It was great to see many Toddler families at the Potluck Palooza; what a great annual event with so 

many delicious foods to sample.  Mark your calendar for our Fall Open House on Wednesday, October 28 th .  

Make sure to dress your child in a costume and visit each classroom for Halloween treats and activities!   

 The cooler weather is coming, so please make sure your child has temperature appropriate clothing 

as we go outside each day.  Also, their bin should be well stocked with extra cool weather clothes!  We are 

running low on tissues.  When you get a chance, please bring in a box or two for the classroom.  Thank you.  
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September was an exciting month in the Twoõs Room.  We learned about fall and Fall colors.  We col-

lected leaves, blended fall colors while painting, and visited Fenner Nature Center.  Thank you to all 

of the parents who joined us, it was a beautiful morning of fun and exploration.  We also discussed 

our community and the people who comprise it.  We enjoyed visits from Officer Sexton of the East 

Lansing Police Department, the East Lansing Fire Department, and Gus the Bus form CATA.  

 We are looking forward to an exciting October, as well.  We will talk about apples, pumpkins, 

harvesting, spiders, and Halloween.  We will travel to the Meridian Farmerõs Market where the chil-

dren will select fresh fruit and vegetables to bring back to school and turn into healthy snacks.  We 

are also making applesauce, exploring a pumpkin, and taking our annual trip to Roweõs Pumpkin Patch.   

 This is the time of year I ask that you take a minute to go through the extra clothes in your 

childõs bin.  Please make sure they have two complete outfits (all the way down to their socks) and 

that the outfits are seasonally appropriate.   

 This month we said goodbye to Grace, and her parents Diane and Doug.  We wish you all to 

best as you venture into Preschool One.  We are also happy to welcome De-

laney and her parents   Stacy and  Eric to the Twoõs Room. 

Happy Second Birthday to Graham on October 12 th  and Lucy on October 30 th . 

Twoôs ï Michelle Clingenpeel  
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Teacher of the Month 
This monthõs teacher of the month is actually an administrator.  Congratulations to Tricia Fox!  Tricia has been 

working in early childhood education for 36 years.  She received her degree in early childhood from Central 

Michigan University.  This is Ms. Triciaõs 15th year with Peoples Church Preschool. 

In her time here, Tricia has worked in Toddlers, Twos. Pre school I and 2 . In her role as assistant director, she 

also works in the classroom as a building substitute.  She is responsible for maintaining enrollment and personnel 

records as well as tuition accounts.  In addition, Tricia facilitates all teacher assistant orien-

tations and edits the monthly newsletter.  

Tricia is married to husband, Steve, and they live in Mason with their four cats and a fish.  

In her spare time Tricia enjoys gardening and reading books.  

Her favorite part about working at Peoples Church Preschool is the daily interactions with all 

the parents and staff.  



Welcome back to school!  The staff in Preschool One is very excited about the upcoming school year and all of the 

new children in our classroom.  During the month of October the children will talk about and 

observe the changing season.  We will talk about what happens to the environment in the fall 

and what people, plants and animals do to prepare for cold weather.  We will celebrate Hallow-

een by having a costume party, singing Halloween songs and making pumpkin decorations for our 

classroom.  

 The children will go on a field trip to Andy Tõs Farmers Market.  The trip includes a 

hayride, picking pumpkins, Indian corn and gourds, a maze and funhouse, and donuts and cider.  

Look for further notices regarding the upcoming class Halloween Party and field trip to Andy 

Tõs Farmers Market.  

 We are happy to welcome Christian T. and his parents, Matt and Courtney, Grace P and her parents Doug 

Diane , A.J.  His parents Stephanie and Agy and Grandma Linda and  to the classroom and to welcome back assis-

tant teacher Paige Turner.  Happy Birthday to 

Drew, 10-5; Carter Ge, 10 -6; and Carter Gre 10 -18. 

Preschool 1 - Taylor Strickland and Patti Ellis  

Welcome to Fall!  In September the children got acquainted with their classroom and made many new friends.  

They had fun with science when they experimented with non -popping bubbles and snow that didnõt melt.  They 

were amazed at seeing a balloon blown up using baking soda and vinegar.  They painted with silly objects, and filled 

socks with sand.  They had fun with Noisy Days by playing instruments and singing loudly.  Since the last 10 days in 

September is Snack -A-Pickle Time, we tasted sweet and dill pickles to see which they liked best.  And thank you 

to Liesel Carlson for making our play dough for September.  

  Now that Fall has arrived, itõs time to learn about the change of the season.  Weõll look for these changes 

as we play outside in the cool morning air, and collect beautiful colored leaves as we take a walk around the 

church.  Our first field trip is to Roweõs Pumpkin Patch in Mason on Wednesday, October 14.  We will need parent 

drivers for our trip.  Details about our trip will be sent home soon.   The children will have a snack, go on a hay-

ride, explore the pumpkin patch, pick -a-pumpkin to bring home, and have fun in the petting farm.   

  This month we will have fun using our imaginations.  Weõll talk about whatõs real and whatõs just pretend.  

We will pretend to be builders, artists, and different kinds of animals.  We will also have a great time learning 

about fall, pumpkins, bats, owls, spiders, and of course Halloween Fun.  Our Halloween classroom party is on Fri-

day, October 30.    

  We have a lot of fun events going on this month.  First is a family dinner at Noodles 

& Co. on Wednesday, October 7.   Picture Day is on Wednesday, October 21.   Our Family Fun 

Night is on Wednesday, October 28, from 6:30 -7:30 p.m.  Donõt forget to come in costume 

on Family Fun Night and visit all the classrooms for games and treats.  

  Thanks for all your help in getting our school year off to a great start!   

Page 4 

Threeôs and Fourôs Class ï Sue Reszka  



Preschool 2  - Robin Zeiter, Chris Dickinson, and Beth Detzler   

Welcome to Fall!  Last month the teaching staff and children enjoyed getting to know one another.  We 

focused on building new friendships and learning the classroom routine.  Two of our favorite welcoming 

activities were creating a classroom quilt and making a friendship fruit salad .  Also in September, Ms. 

Beth welcomed her daughter, Cassie Elizabeth.  Mom, dad, big sister Abby, and baby are all doing well.  

Ms. Beth will return to work the first week of November.  

 An exciting month awaits Preschool Two.  We will observe the changes that occur with the sea-

son of fall, discuss feelings, and gather family photos for a classroom family board.  We will head to 

Roweõs Pumpkin Patch toward the end of this month to choose a pumpkin, take a hayride, and enjoy a 

homemade donut with cider.  Also this month, we will introduce a doctorõs office in our dramatic play 

center.  Children will have the opportunity to care for each other, òwriteó prescriptions and browse 

magazines. 

 We will also begin our assessments for fall parent teacher conferences 

through planned classroom play and small group activities.  In late November, you will 

receive a copy of your childõs developmental assessment.  Shortly thereafter, a 

schedule will be posted for our classroom parent teacher conferences.  Conferences 

provide an opportunity for us to share information and observations of your child 

with you and for you to share insights about your child with us.  

Happy Birthday to Olivia ñshe turned four on October 1!       
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Sweet, tart, homemade applesauce is perfect for a fall evening treat. Because the apple skins are left on during 

cooking, this causes the sauce to come out a rosy pink. Makes about 5 cups. 

Ingredients 

12 medium apples 

1 cup water 

Wash, quarter and core the apples. Place them in a large cooking pot, and add the water. Over medium 

heat, cook the apples until they are nearly soft. Add sugar, lemon juice, and cinnamon. Cook the mixture for 

a few minutes longer, then press it through a strainer and let it cool. Serve it warm or cold.  

½ cup sugar                ½ tsp. cinnamon          1 tsp. lemon juice                   

Homemade Applesauce  



Young Fives - Tammy Epling  

 Happy autumn!  The Fiveõs Class spent their first month getting acquainted with one another.  The 

children made All About Me books. The children recycled our old crayons by melting them into brand new 

rainbow crayons.  For social studies the class read Bread, Bread,  Bread by Ann Morris.  The children 

learned about the different kinds of bread from around the world, and they had an opportunity to sample 

some of the different kinds of bread.  

 The Childrenõs Librarian from the East Lansing Library will visit the children on October 5 to 

share some fun stories. On October 14 the children will travel to Clearview Apple Orchard where they will 

learn about the apple trees and pick a bag of their own apples to take home with them.  

 We will continue the month by learning about nocturnal animals like bats, owls and raccoons.   We 

will study where they live and what they eat.  We will end the month exploring pumpkins and talking about 

harvest time.  

 Picture Day will be October 21 and 22.  Please mark your calendar for October 28.  We will be 

hosting our Fall Open House on this day.  This is a great time for your child to show their classroom and 

see the rest of the school.  

(Sung to the tune of òTwinkle, Twinkleó) 

Apple juicy, apples round;  

On the tree or on the ground.  

Apples yellow, apple red;  

Apple pie and juice and bread!  

Apples crunchy, apples sweet;  

Apples are so good to eat!  



Make Peoples the Place Your Children Call Their Second Home  

 

Children play an active role at Peoples Church.  Your kids can worship and fellowship and be of ser-

vice to the church and others around the world.  I am Diane Shafer and I have the privilege of 

working with Infants through 5 th  Graders in the Childrenõs Program.  Here are all the ways young 

ones are involved:  

Worship ~ We have Sunday School most Sundays during the 10:30 a.m. worship service.  Rooms  are 

available for Infants & Toddlers, 3s & 4s, Young 5s & Kindergarten, 1 st  & 2nd Grades, 3 rd  & 4 th  

Grades and 5 th  Grade.  3s through 5 th  graders are invited to their own interactive worship service in 

the Chapel three times a year.  Some families worship together all of the time but there are six 

services during the school year specifically geared toward Family Worship.  Vacation Bible School 

(VBS) is an incredible worship venue.  We have an all -day week-long VBS at Woldumar Nature Cen-

ter for children who have completed Kindergarten through 5 th  grades and a half -day program for 

preschoolers at Peoples Church.  

Fellowship ~ Children have so many opportunities to do things with their church family.  Everyone is 

invited to our annual Chicken Dinner, All -Church Carnival, Cake Auction, Festival of Giving Trees, 

Christmas Movies and Popcorn, Chili Cook-off, Palm Parade and Lenten Fair, Earth Day Program, 

Church Dinners and Potlucks and All -Church Talent Show.  

Service to the Church  ~ Young people are encouraged to participate in worship by sharing a talent, 

saying a reading, reciting a prayer or acting out a part.  They can join Carol Choir and sing with a 

group in church once a month.  In December they can be in the Christmas Program and show the 

congregation their interpretation of the Christmas Story.  In May they are invited to take a role in 

our Motherõs Day Service.  Kids can also help with fundraising by joining our efforts for Football 

Parking, Art Fair Parking and helping with our Giant Inflatable Slide at the Great Lakes Folk Festi-

val. 

Service to Others  ~ Several outreach projects specifically involve children at Peoples Church.  We 

sponsor and communicate with three children through the Christian Childrenõs Fund.  Children have 

their own collection on Sunday mornings and it goes directly to this endeavor.  Our Pennies for 

Peace campaign takes place during Lent.  Children collect pennies and bring them in on Palm Sunday.  

Their pennies help build schools for children in Afghanistan and Pakistan.  We do an outreach pro-

ject as part of VBS every year.  Last year we made and sent stuffed turtles and inspirational books 

to children who have been victims of tornados, hurricanes and floods.  

Are you intrigued? Would you like to know more?  Give me a call, shoot me an email or check out our 

website at www.thepeopleschurch.com. 

Yours in the Journey,  

Diane Shafer  

Director of Christian Education for Children  

http://www.thepeopleschurch.com


Autumn: An Alphabet Acrostic 

by Steven Schnur 

Autumn Leaves by Ken Robbins 

Corn Is Maize by Aliki 

Fall (The Four Seasons) by Maria Rius 

How Do Apples Grow? by Betsy Maestro 

Itôs Fall (Celebrate the Seasons) 

by Linda Glaser 

                         Suggested Parent-to-Child Reading for Fall 
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Picking Apples and Pumpkins 

by Amy Hutchings 

The Little Scarecrow Boy 

by Margaret Wise Brown 

The Pumpkin Patch by Elizabeth King 

Too Many Pumpkins by Linda White 
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I would like to bring my child to 

preschool for 6 hours of fun to 

attend an MSU football game, 

to go Christmas shopping, to 

meet friendsð whatever!  

This day is different from a 

normal preschool day.  It in-

cludes a meal (lunch or din-

ner) snacks, fun videos, art 

creations, special surprises 

and outdoor or gym time.  The 

remaining available dates are: 

Saturday, October 17; and 

Saturday, November 7.       

The times are scheduled 

around MSU football game 

time.  Since often these 

games are not  published in 

advance,  we schedule care 1 

1/2 hours before the game 

and 4 1/2 hours after it has 

begun. 

 Child care is subject to can-

cellation if the game is sched-

uled for the evening (after 

3:30 p.m.).  The cost is $30 

for children under 3 years old 

and $25  for those over 3 

years old. There is a $5 sib-

ling discount. 

All proceeds from Saturday 

Child Care go toward teacher 

training.  This year the staff is 

raising money to attend the 

National Association for the 

Education of Young Children 

Conference Washington DC. 

Spaces sometimes fill quickly, 

so make your reservation 

today by calling the preschool 

office at 332-2885! 

Scratch and Sniff Paints  
 
This is a fun and easy paint to make.   Please donõt drink the paint! 

You will need: 

1 Tablespoon of unsweetened kool -aid type powdered drink mix  

1 Tablespoon warm water  

Small plastic bowls to hold your paint, cupcake tins work well  

Directions:  

Mix the water and drink mix in a small mixing bowl. Use different drink mixes for different colors. Cherry makes red paint, 

lemon makes yellow paint etc. Paint your picture on a watercolor paper and let it dry well.  

Overnight is good. Scratch and sniff away.  

Saturday Child Care ðSign Me Up!  

THANK YOUS  

Thanks to our two hero dads , Steve Holden and Warren Rojewski!  They led a group of folks to install our new 

playground equipment!  Thank you also to playground volunteers Patti Ellis and her sister, Nancy; Tammy Epling 

and her husband Kevin; Sue Reszka and her husband, Bob; Dana Johnson and her husband Nick; Tricia Fox; Ryan 

Zeiter and his friend Tony Anderson; Greg and Barb Houghtaling; Dave Ronk and Chris Dickinson.  

Wow!  Thank you to all of the parents that have recently participated in bringing in teacher appreciation food!  

In June Sarah Preisser, Kate McGormley, Courtney Trunk, Karen Zitzewitz and Stacey Messina provided a terri-

fic lunch -time feast.  In August and September Kurt and Laura Weiss surprised us with delicious pizza from 

Artõs Bar and all the elements of banana splits!  Thank you to these folks and especially to Sarah Preisser for all 

of her coordinating efforts . 

 


