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Peoples Church Preschool Press

January 2009
A Note From the Director

Wel come to 2009 at Peoples Church Preschool! Wedre gl ad
we begin our 58th year! | hope everyone enjoyed their time with family and

friends over the holidays. Please join us this month on the 28th when we meet H A Pp
at Max and Ermads for our Family Fun Night dYn e’r . Be sur

tended family and friends to this event, as the preschool earns 20% of the
proceeds from those showing their Peoples Church Preschool coupon. More
information on this will be distributed the second week of January.

Our Investing in Lifelong Learning in 2009 fundraising campaign is off to a
great start with the tote board showing that we have raised nearly $1,000 of

our $5,000 goal . This year6s campaign
Silent Auction in May.
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Special thanks this month go to our Teacher Appreciation volunteers Seth and
Sherry Martin, Diane Cox and Doug Powe, Nikki Polston and Suzanne Baldwin for
bringing in the GIANT assortment of scrumptious cookies In addition a special
yummy thank you to Kurt and Laura Weiss for sharing a HUGE and DELICIOUS
assortment of home -made cookies! More thanks go to the families that took an
ornament from the Teacher Wish Tree and donated items to the classrooms.

Your generosity is so appreciated.
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With January comes new beginnings and another chance to thank you for letting
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ment to complete and return the Annual P i on,
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The SCRIP due date for January will be the 15th.



InfantRoom A Sar ah Bartig and Angi e OOF

A very happy 2009 to everyone! We candt believe anot he
has come to an end! In December the Infant Class enjoyed talking about the winter weather and all of the dif-
ferent holidays celebrated this time of year. This month we plan to explore different countries around the world,
and also explore ourselves through a |l esson called O0AI Il AL
their fingers, explore a doll from India, bang on a drum, and shake maracas. They will also explore the different
things they can do all by themselves!

We would like to wish a very happy birthday to Sasha Pager and Madeline Brogan, who are both turning one
year ol d this month! Sad'lamd@s Maidretl h ey si i Y4 rmuaryy i 34 Janua:

A big thank you to all of the families who brought us delicious treats and generous gifts in 2008 and dur-
ing the holiday season. We truly appreciate all of your support!

Toddler Room - Julie Pitsonis and Karen Lawrence

Happy New Year from the Toddler Room! 2008 was a wonderful year and we know that 2009 will be even
better! In December we enjoyed learning about snow and winter holidays such as Hanukah, Kwanzaa and Christ-
mas. The highlights of the month were hearing Miss Bethany play the piano for us and our holiday party where we
decorated our tree with tinsel and played with real jingle bells. It was also a lot of fun to eat green Jell -o fora
snack!

This month, our themes include fruit and opposites. The children will sample different fruits, both com-
mon and exotic. The children will also learn the difference between hot and cold, dark and light, and quiet and
loud.

In February Preuss Pets will come to our preschool . Last year, they brought many fun and unusual animals
for us to touch and admire. You are welcome to join us to experience the fun. There will be more information in
your c¢childés daily folder as we get closer.

We said goodbye to Peyton Roland and her parents, Kim
We would like to welcome Clara, and her parents, Sean Pue and Karin Zitzewitz, from the Infant Room. Welcome
to the Toddler family!

Please make sure that your children have extra warm clothing in their locker and warm outdoor gear for
going on walks and playing outside. This includes snow pants, boots, water -proof mittens and a hat. Also, with the
cooler weather come runny noses. Please bring in an extra box of tissues for the classroom when you get a
chance. Thank you so much!
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Twos Room - Michelle Clingenpeel

December was a flurry of Holiday excitement in the Two
nukkah, Christmas, Kwanzaa, and New Yeards Day. We pl ayec
Kwanzaa gifts, and practiced counting down. Ms. Ashley was so kind as to prepare potato latkes for us, too! What
a yummy treat! Our holiday celebration was a lot of fun. Thank you to the parents who contributed to our party,

we coul dnét do it without you!

During the first half of January, we will learn about snow, ice, and polar animals. We will examine ice and
snow both outside and inside. We will discuss where polar animal live and how they survive. The second half of
January will be spent exploring the five senses. This is an exciting topic for two i year-olds! We will explore dif-
ferent tastes, scents, sounds, textures, and sights! The
als are placed on the floor and the children are able to explore them with everything from their fingers to their
toes!. We will also travel to Impression Five Science Museum.

The Twods Room would |Iike to thank all of the generous
The children and staff | ove the new additions! Congratul
on December 12!
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Happy 3" Birthday to Lauren on January 30 and Vivian on January 31!

We would also like to wish Lauren and her parents, Lynn and Mike, and Vivian and her parents, Yu -Wen and
Peter, the best of luck as they transition to Preschool One in January! We will miss you all very much!

The Twob6s Room is excited to welcome Mara and her pare

parents, Kim and Dave. We look forward to getting to know you all!!

Preschool 1 i Taylor Strickland and Patti Ellis

Welcome back everyone! Itis great to see everyone after a long Christmas break. We hope everyone en-
joyed a relaxing and safe holiday.

In December we studied how children all over the world celebrate Christmas. It was fascinating to learn
about so many different and unique cultures. For the month of January we will celebrate Hanukkah, learn what a
Menorah is used for and play games with a Dreidel ! We will also learn about birds this month. We will learn which
birds fly south for the winter and which brave our Michigan winters! We will learn how they make their homes
and how we can keep these special animals safe. During the month of January we will also learn about Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. We will learn how he influenced our country for the better and why we honor him on January 19.
Parents please note that on this day we will not have school as the church is closed

This month we will travel to Twistars Gymnastics Center. We always need parent drivers so if you are
able we would love for you to join us! This month we say good -bye to Alex Dietiker who will join Preschool Two.
We are going to miss Alex but we know he will have fun with his new class. We would also like to welcome Lauren
Garrett and Vivian Davidson! They are joining us from the
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Preschool 2 - Robin Zeiter and Beth Detzler

Happy New Year! We have an exciting month planned for your children. We will explore ice and water. The chil-
dren will predict how long it takes something to melt and how long it takes something to freeze. We will add salt
to both water and ice and see what happens. We will also spend time using our workbench. If you have scrap
wood, we would welcome it in fairly small pieces. Ms. Leslie from the East Lansing Public Library will also share a
story and craft with our classroom.

Beth and | have enjoyed putting our ideas from the NAEY C (National Association for the Education of Young Chil-

dren) conference to work in our classroom. Beth introduce
to make their own. (Peepers are finger puppet/storytellir

They often visit during large group time. | have enjoyed sharing a variety of fine motor activities with the chil-
dren. We made silly putty and used scissors to cut
practice using critical hand muscles.

On a sad note, Ms. Megan will not be returning to our classroom. She has decided to stay at home with her amaz-
ing son, Brenden. She will be greatly missed and we wish her well.

We welcome Alex Dietiker to our classroom. He joins us from Preschool One. Y)

Threes and Fours Class i Sue Reszka

Welcome back everyone. | hope you all enjoyed your winter break and had a wonderful Christmas and New
Year ds Day.

| would like to thank Tiffany Rozelle, Amanda Infante and Debbie Hendricks for planning the fun activi-
ties and snack for our Holiday Party. Thanks to everyone who made a donation for the animals at the Humane
Society. They really appreciated the much needed items.

This month we will have a visit from Potter Park Zoo. on Monday, January 26. | will send home more in-
formation regarding their visit soon. They always bring out interesting animals for the children to see and learn
about.

In January we will have fun learning about winter, polar animals, and what animals (and children) do in win-
ter. We will also learning about and celebrate Chinese New Year This year Chinese New Year is January 26 and it

is the Year of the Ox. I'n China itdés known as the Spri

ter stamps, learn how to say hello (Ni hao) and Happy New Year (Gung Hay Fat Choy) in Chinese. The children will
|l earn a Chinese New Yeards song and have a parade.
will talk about and explore things that are sticky, what they are used for and where they come from.

Just a reminder: due to the church being closed, the preschool will be closed for Martin Luther King Day
which is on Monday, January 19.
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Young Fivesin Tammy Epling
Happy New Year! Welcome back to school.

Last month the class enjoyed a trip to Twistars Gymnastics. | really appreciate all the parents who took
time to drive/chaperone during our trip. Field trips would not be possible without your wonderful support, thank
you. | would also like to thank Angie W. and Jennifer L. for helping with our holiday party.

Our class will begin the month by exploring winter. We will experiment with ice, water and snow. We will
find out what happens to water when you mix it with oil or powde  r. We will also learn about evaporation. The chil-
dren will practice using words to describe winter and how snow feels.

Our <cl ass wil!l celebrate Chinese New Year 1

and oDragon Dance. 6 Wedl |l make Chinese | ante
streamers.

The Potter Park Zoo Outreach Program will visit the class. They will bring a variety
of animals for the children to see, pet and ask questions about. The children will also learn
some interesting facts.

We are planning to have some sticky fun during our oOT
things sticky like contact paper, syrup, gum and even frogs feet.

Remember there are no classes on Monday, January 19. The building is closed in observance of Martin Luther King Jr.

Have a Great Month!

Putting Those Soup Labels to
Work

Thanks to all of the families that have brought in soup UPC codes!
We have about 1000 points right now. These points are spent on
educational items offered to us
With our points, we have recently purchased new paint containers
with lids and new paint brushes.

Please continue to bring in your UPC codes. There is a box located
in the hall outside of Preschool 2, across from the Infant Room.

JUST A REMINDER: There are many different items that count for points in the Labels for Education

progr am. Some of the UPCO6s we collect include: Al'l Can
sauce, Swanson broth, Pepperidge Farm, (THINK GOLDFISH), and Market Day products. The lids of all

V8 juices also count for points. Look for the Campbell &
help and we hope to see lots of labels!
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How We Approach Discipline

The word discipline is derived from the Latin word that means

Peoples Church teaching, and our view if discipline holds true in that classic sense. Dis-
Preschool cipline is not a form of punishment, but a method of teaching. The chil-

dren will learn trust, respect, consideration and love for others. The
200 West Grand River Ave.

East Lansing, MI 48823 goal of discipline is to assist children in developing positive self  -esteem,

Phone: 517-332 -2885 self -control, a sense of responsibility and an acceptance of and confi-

Fax: 517-332-1971 dence in adult guidance.

At Peoples Church Preschool, we believe that a well -planned pro-

Ectres Chorch Ercechioo] gram, suitable environment and caring staff are the keys to helping chil-

dren develop self -control.

Teachers guide behavior by setting good examples. They use their
voices, hands, faces, bodies and actions as tools for communicating. For
instance, when a teacher needs to help a child gain control, he/she will
use a calm but firm tone and words that help the child understand his
own feelings and the feelings of others.

We will remember that the goal of discipline is to help the child gain self
-control by learning appropriate behaviors, rather then forcing the child
to conform to adult standards

Teacher of the Month - Sarah Bartig

Januaryd6s Teacher of the Mont-h is Sarah Bartig. She i
Lead Teacher in the Infant Room. Sarah has a B.A.A. in Child Develop-
ment from Central Michigan University. Her degree includes a concentra-
tion in early childhood education and a minor in political science. Prior to
working at PCP, Sarah interned at the CMU Child Development Preschool
Lab.

Sarah is currently engaged to fiancé, Andrew Belanger. Her hob-
bies include photography, painting, babysitting, snowboarding and she re-
mains active with the Sigma Kappa sorority alumni chapter.

Sarah says, 0l |l ove working in t
been an amazing co-lead and support system. Ms. Stephanie has been a
really great lead assistant and is always helpful. All the staff in the In-
fant Room and the other classrooms have been so welcoming. | enjoy
working with the great parents in our classroom and of course, the won-
der ful chil dren. I |l ook forward to coming to work every ¢




Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
No School No School
Happy .

New-Year!

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Ms. Tric
Welcome Back Birthday!
to school
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 Martin 20 21 Parent 22 23 24
Luther King Advisory
Day Meeting
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Chinese New Eat at Max &
Year Er maods

January is National Book Month!
January is National Thank You Month!

January 21 is National Hugging Day!



